PERMANENT MISSION OF INDIA, GENEVA

19th Special Session of the Human Rights Council

On Human Rights Situation in Syria and the recent killings 
in El-Houla

Friday, 1 June 2012

Explanation of Vote by India

Madam President,


India has consistently supported all efforts to resolve the Syrian crisis through an inclusive Syrian-led political process.  To this end, we have given our full support for the mission of Joint Special Envoy Mr. Kofi Annan.

2.
We strongly condemn the El-Houla incident, which has resulted in death of over a hundred innocent civilians including women and children and have therefore  intended to vote for this resolution.  The incident underscores what the situation can lead to if there is any further delay in the complete cessation of violence. We expect that the Commission of Inquiry will be able to identify those responsible for these heinous attacks and provide clarity on the events that led to it.  We sincerely hope all concerned will cooperate to ensure an objective process of inquiry into these terrible events.  

3.
We strongly believe that all parties need to abjure violence for there to be a genuine chance for a realistic and lasting solution to the Syrian crisis.  We urge all sides to comply with their obligations under the Annan plan.


Thank you, Madam President.
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